NOTES
HORATIUS
Thomas Babington Macaulay (1800-59) was historian,
politician, essayist, and poet. Member of the Supreme Council
of India, 1834-8; Secretary of State for War, 1839-41; raised
to the peerage, 1857. Famous for his Essays, History of England,
and Lays of Ancient Rome. Of these Lays (published in 1842)
Horatius is the most spirited and best known. Portions of the
poem are here omitted. (Acknowledgement for many of the
following notes is due to the Clarendon Press edition of The Lays,
edited by P. C. Parr.)
THE YEAR OF THE CITY CCCLX (394 B.C.). The years of the
City were calculated forwards from the date of the supposed
founding of the City in 753 B.C.
1.  Lars Porsena. Lars is an Etruscan word, signifying a title of
honour,, probably equivalent to king. Porsena (or Porsenna) is
often called King of Clusium or of Etruria, but this in a loose
sense meaning no more than that he was commander of the
forces of the Etruscan Confederation.   Clusim,, the modern
Chiusi, is a town about 100 miles north-west of Rome, and was
at this time probably the most powerful of the Etruscan cities.
Sutrium, called on account of the strength of its position one of
the 'keys and gates of Etruria', was more than half-way to Rome
from Clusium.  The Etruscans^ Tuscans, or Etrurians were a
people whose origin remains one of the enigmas of history.
They were highly civilized, and they seem to have taught the
Romans much of their architecture, art, engineering, divina-
tion, and religion.
2.  Nine Gods. The nine thunder-hurling gods of Etruria.
3.  the house of Targuin. The founder of the Tarquin familya
Lucius Tarquinius, had migrated to Rome from the Etruscan
city of Tarquinii in the time of King Ancus. There he had
prospered so well that on the death of Ancus he had been chosen
king in his place. It was his son, Tarquinius Superbus, the last
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